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REMARKS 

In response to the Office Action dated December 14, 2005, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration. 

Claim Rejections 35 USC §102 

Claims 1-47, 49-50 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application 2002/01 16263 Al (Gouge). Claims 3 and 25 have been canceled without prejudice 
rendering the rejection of these claims moot. New claims 51 and 52 have been added. 
Applicants respectfully assert that claims 1, 2, 4-24, 26-47 and 49-52 are patentable over Gouge. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Gouge does not teach, disclose or suggest at least a 
method for providing an animated audio message including storing the animated audio message, 
and sending retrieval information toward a recipient for retrieving the animated audio message. 
Gouge discusses a play-by-email combat game that is also capable of transmitting 
advertisements [0105-01 11]. Mobile telephone users access the application through SMS 
messages [0190]. The telephone users exchange text based data packages within the SMS 
messages [0202 cited by the Examiner]. Console software installed on the mobile telephone 
converts the SMS data packages into graphical and audible outputs that are presented to the user 
[Id]. Thus, Gouge discusses receiving, converting, and playing video and corresponding audio 
information, but does not teach, disclose or suggest animating an image in accordance with a 
received audio message as recited in claim 1 . Gouge discusses changing a format of the received 
information so that it can be played but does not teach disclose or suggest producing user content 
based on received information as does claim 1 . Further, Gouge does not teach, disclose or 
suggest storing an animated audio message, and sending retrieval information toward a recipient 
for retrieving the animated audio message, the recipient being wirelessly identified, as recited in 
claim 1. For at least these reasons independent claim 1, and claims 2, 4-16, 51, and 52 that 
depend directly or indirectly from claim 1, are patentable over Gouge. 

Regarding independent claim 17, Gouge does not teach, disclose, or suggest a method for 
providing an animated audio message as selected in a wireless communication including sending 
the animated audio message to a recipient. Gouge discusses a play-by-email combat game that is 
also capable of transmitting advertisements [0105-01 11]. Mobile telephone users access the 
application through SMS messages [0190]. The telephone users exchange text based data 
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packages within the SMS messages [0202 cited by the Examiner]. Console software installed on 
the mobile telephone converts the SMS data packages into a graphical and audible output [Id]. 
Accordingly, this graphical and audible output is presented to the local user and is not sent to 
another recipient. Applicants respectfully assert that the graphical and audible output of Gouge 
is not an animated audio message. Further, Gouge does not teach disclose or suggest sending the 
animated audio message to a recipient. For at least these reasons independent claim 17, and 
claims 18-22 that depend directly or indirectly from claim 17, are patentable over Gouge. 

Regarding independent claim 23, Gouge does not teach, disclose, or suggest a computer 
program product including computer-executable instructions for causing a computer to store an 
animated audio message, to receive a recipient indication wirelessly, the recipient being 
indicative of an intended recipient of the animated message, and to send retrieval information 
toward a recipient for retrieving the animated audio message. Gouge discusses a play-by-email 
combat game that is also capable of transmitting advertisements [0105-01 1 1]. Mobile telephone 
users access the application through SMS messages [0190]. The telephone users exchange text 
based data packages within the SMS messages [0202 cited by the Examiner]. Console software 
installed on the players mobile telephones converts the SMS data packages into graphical and 
audible outputs [Id]. Thus, Gouge discusses receiving, converting, and playing video and 
corresponding audio information, but does not teach, disclose or suggest animating an image in 
accordance with a received audio message as recited in claim 23. Gouge discusses changing a 
format of the received information so that it can be played but does not teach disclose or suggest 
producing user content based on received information as does claim 23. Further, Gouge does not 
teach, disclose, or suggest a computer program product including computer-executable 
instructions for causing a computer to store an animated audio message, to receive a recipient 
indication wirelessly, the recipient being indicative of an intended recipient of the animated 
message, and to send retrieval information toward a recipient for retrieving the animated audio 
message, as recited in claim 23. For at least these reasons, independent claim 23, and claims 24, 
26-36 that depend directly or indirectly from claim 23, are patentable over Gouge. 

Regarding independent claim 37, Gouge does not teach, disclose or suggest a system for 
providing an animated audio message including a voice-mail interface coupled to the a wireless 
interface and configured to receive an audio message. Gouge discusses a play-by-email combat 
game that is also capable of transmitting advertisements [0105-01 11]. Mobile telephone users 
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may access the application through SMS messages [0190]. The audio outputs in Gouge are the 
result of SMS messages that are subsequently processed by an audio codec [0202 cited by the 
Examiner]. Thus Gouge discusses displaying graphical information and playing audible 
information, but does not teach, disclose or suggest animating an image in accordance with a 
received audio message as recited in claim 37. Further, Gouge does not teach, disclose, or 
suggest a voice-mail interface coupled to the wireless interface and configured to receive an 
audio message as recited in claim 37. For at least these reasons independent claim 37, and 
claims 38-47 that depend directly or indirectly from claim 37, are patentable over Gouge. 

Based on the foregoing, this application is believed to be in allowable condition, and a 
notice to that effect is respectfully requested. The Examiner is invited to call Applicants' 
Attorney at the number provided below with any questions. 




Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February 14, 2006 



Attorneys for Applicants 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. 
Address all written correspondence to 
Customer No. 30623 
Telephone 617/348-3022 
Facsimile 617/542-2241 
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